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ARGUS 818 ZOOM ELECTRIC EYE SUPER EIGHT MOVIE CAMERA 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE 


YOUR ARGUS 818 Electric Eye Super Eight Movie 
Camera has been specially designed to ensure 
successful, accurately exposed movies, even in the 
hands of a completely inexperienced operator. 

The highly sensitive CdS (Cadmium Sulphide) ex- 
posure meter (1) built into the camera, continually 
measures the brightness of light falling on the sub- 
ject and automatically adjusts the lens opening while 
you are filming. 

This means that correct exposure of the film is 
achieved at all times, even though the subject may 
move from sunlight to shadow, or vice versa, as the 
camera is being used. 


Electric Motor Drive 

The camera is driven by an accurately governed 
electric motor, powered by four 1.5 volt penlight 
batteries (dry cells) housed in the pistol grip (2). 
A set of fresh batteries provides sufficient. power 
for six to ten films, depending on the period of 
inactivity between films. 


The same set of batteries provides the current 
activating the automatic exposure meter cell. 


Special Note: It is a good practice to remove 


the batteries from the camera if an appreciable 


period of time elapses between films. 


INSERTING THE BATTERIES 


At the base of the pistol grip there is a slotted 
screw (3). Fit a small coin into the slots and turn 
in a counter-clockwise direction to 
baseplate. 


remove the 


Inside the battery compartment, a clearly emboss- 
ed diagram indicates the correct placement of the 
batteries. The base-plate of the camera is then 
screwed firmly into position, with the small recess 
facing towards the front end. 

It will be noted that the retaining screw has an 
internal thread. This is used for mounting the 
camera on fo a tripod and/or for attaching suitably 


threaded accessory equipment, such as a_ bar- 





mounted movie light. 


LOADING THE FILM CARTRIDGE 

The correct film for your ARGUS 818 Electric 
Eye Movie Camera is known as a Super Eight film 
and is packed in a simple drop-in cartridge. The 
loading procedure is fast and mistake-proof. 

Open the hinged door of the film compartment 
by pushing the locking catch (4) towards the rear 
of the camera. On the floor of the compartment 
is a small driving wheel on the face of which is a 
single tooth. On the side of the film cartridge is a 
cartridge fits into the 
driving wheel and the 


recessed spindle. The 


compartment with the 


recessed spindle facing each other. Additionally, 
there is a locating pin at the front of the compart- 
ment which ensures that the cartridge is inserted in 
the correct manner. 

It is impossible to fit the 
camera in other than the correct position. 


cartridge into the 


Insert the leading edge of the cartridge into the 


compartment, and the locating pin. will engage with, 
and center the cartridge. All that remains is to 
press firmly on the rear end of the cartridge so 
that the two retaining clips inside the compartment, 
snap over the the rim of the cartridge and lock it 
into place. 

Close the hinged door of the compartment and 
secure the retaining catch. 





OPERATING THE CAMERA 


Your camera is now ready for taking pictures. 
Grasp the pistol grip in your right hand and rest 
your left on the top of the camera to steady it 
and commence shooting. 

Once the subject is carefully aligned in the eye- 
viewfinder (6), simply press 
button and commence filming. 
Special Note: Resist the natural inclination to 
pan the camera rapidly across the The 
secret of good movies is to keep the subject in 
motion and the camera steady. 

Should a black needle appear in the viewfinder 


level the release 


scene. 


prior to, or during, filming, this is a warning signal 
that there is insufficient light on the scene... STOP 
FILMING. For satisfactory movies under this condi- 
tion, it is necessary to supplement the inadequate 
lighting by fitting a movie light to the camera. 

The movie light screws into the threaded bush 
on top of the camera (7) and, in so doing, it auto- 
matically withdraws the special daylight conversion 
filter which is built into the lens. 

Special Note: If a bar-mounted movie light is 
screwed into the base of the camera, or free-standing 
photoflood lights are used, it is necessary to fita 


camera case screw into the threaded mount on 
top of the camera, in order to displace the conver- 
sion filter. Unless this is done, the colors recorded 
by the film will be distorted. 


OPERATING CONTROLS 

AND INDICATORS 

* With the lens directed towards the subject you 
will find, on the left side of the camera, a film 
consumption indicator (8) marked in both feet and 
check on the 


meters. This provides a continuous 
When _ it 
been 


length of film which has been used. 
registers 50ft. (15 meters), the 
completed and the magazine may be withdrawn 


simply 


film has 


from its compartment by reversing the 


loading procedure. 








*The filming release button (5) is provided with 
a locking device (9) on the right hand side of 
the camera. This two-way switch carries the in- 
scription “R & L” which means “Run and Lock”. 
This switch should be in position “R” for normal 
storage and/or 






filming, while during periods of 
carriage, it is placed at the “Lock” position to 






avoid accidental release of the filming release 


button (and consequent wastage of film). 
If the filming release button is depressed first, 







and the control switch is then turned to “Lock”, 
the button will be held in the release position so 
This is 
convenient if the operator wishes to appear in the 






that the motor runs automatically. very 






film. In such an operation, the camera should be 





firmly mounted on a tripod or some suitable alter- 





native support such as a table or a fence-post. 


POINTS TO OBSERVE WHEN FILMING 
* The automatic exposure meter cell (1) is the 
(10) and 
care should be taken to avoid accidental coverage 
of this cell Place 
carefully to avoid this possibility. In 
accidental “blacking out” of the meter cell, the 






circular window located above the lens 






during filming. fingers 





your 





case of 






warning needle will appear in the viewfinder. 





USING THE ZOOM LENS 


Alteration of the angle of lens coverage is achiev- 
ed by sliding the control switch (11) forward 
(towards the lens) for wide angle view, and back- 
wards (towards the operater) for telephoto effects. 
This can be done either prior to or during, actual 
filming. 


CARE OF YOUR CAMERA 


* Avoid placing your fingers on the exposed sur- 
faces of the camera’s optical components (i. e.,the 
Such contact will 
either the 
film images or the clarity of your viewing. 

If it becomes necessary to clean these surfaces, 

first remove dust particles by gently sweeping 
with a soft lens-brush, then wipe gently with a 
lint-free cloth (a soft, clean handkerchief is quite 
suitable) . 
NOTE: The lens of your ARGUS 818 Electric Eye 
Super Eight pre-focussed to 
deliver crisp detail of all subjects from around 4ft. 
to infinity (infinite distance) 


lens and viewfinder windows). 
leave greasy smudges which degrade 


Movie Camera is 


No adjustment is necessary. The recessed mount of 


the lens insures protection from stray light and acts 
as a sun shade (lens hood). 





WARRANTY 


Your Argus camera is guaranteed by Argus Incorporated 
against defects of materials and or workmanship for a 
period of twelve months from the date of purchase. 
Should your camera fail to operate during this period, 
return it, insured and postage prepaid with $1.00 for 
handling, to the Argus Factory Service Center, Argus 
Incorporated. 511 Parsons Street. West Columbia. 
South Carolina 29169 or to an authorized Argus Service 
Station. If your Argus camera has not been abused, 
altered or tampered with, service will be rendered and 
necessary parts replaced without cost to you during 
this warranty period. 

This guarantee is valid for the original retail purchaser 
and only if the date and place of original purchase, 
along with a description of the difficulties encountered 
are included. 

ARGUS SERVICE COMPANY 511 Parsons Street, 
West Columbia. S. C. 29169 

in CANADA 826 Davis East, Newmarket. Ontario 
ARGUS LTD. Shiba P.O. Box 59, Tokyo, Japan 








For your show-time pleasure, we recommend 
the Argus Dual 8 Model 848 projector - the 
perfect companion to your new Argus Super 
8 Movie Camera. . 


Printed in Japan 


